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Meaning of political participation

• According to Herbert Mc Closky “Political participation

refers to those voluntary activities by which members of
a society share in the selection of rulers and, directly or

indirectly, in the formation of public policy. These
activities are like casting vote, seeking information,

holding discussions, attending meetings, making financial
contributions to political parties, staging strikes and

demonstrations, communicating with the legislators and

other leading figures and the like. However, the most
active forms of political participation are formal enrolment
in a party, canvassing and registering votes, speech writing
and speech making, working in campaigns and competing
for public and party offices.”
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Historical Background
• The political participation as a term is a comparatively new one,

but as concept it is quite old. Its origin can be traced to the
Greek political system. In ancient Greek polis, the citizens,
whose number was quite small, enjoyed the opportunities to
participate in the affairs of the city state. The majority of the
adult’s i. e. females, foreigners and slaves were debarred from
participating in political affairs. Hence the scope of participation
as we understand it today was so limited that it was not
representative. Incidentally we get a picture of participation in
the writings of social contact thinkers, viz. Hobbes (1588-
16799), Locke (1632-1704) and Rousseau (1712-1778).
According to the contractualists, people of the state of nature,
for different reasons decided to abandon that state and to build
up a new one for realization of certain goals. In the view of
Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau all the inhabitants of the state of
nature jointly decided through direct participation to lay the
foundation of a new political organization.

Political Participation: Favourable factors

• Human nature

• Need of the community life

• Contribution of elites

• Contribution of Superman

• The theory of social change

• National freedom movement

• Family tradition

• Propaganda

• Vote-Bank Politics
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Favourable factors continued 

• Modernisation

• Enlightened citizenship

• Social environment

• Political environment

• Political socialization

Political Participation: Discouraging factors

• National calamities

• Man-made crisis

• Nature of politics

• Pricks of Conscience

• Reign of terror
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Types of Participation

• Liberal democracy is characterised by voluntary
participation. In such system people’s participation
in political affairs occurs on their own accord or
voluntarily.

• In totalitarian or authoritarian states the
participation is usually made a compulsory one.
People must take part in all affairs of state or in all
trade union activities.

• Thirdly, Participation comes out of the patron-client
relationship. It is fundamentally a relationship of
exchange in which a superior provides security for
an inferior and the client in turn provides support
for the patron”

Alternative forms of political participation

• Voting

• Support activities

• Symbolic participation

• Democratic participation

• Contacting public officials

• Contributing money

• Campaign activity

• Protest activity

• Participation in group activities

• Volunteering
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Levels of Political Participation

• Very Active Level

• Occasionally active level

• Inactive level

• Aggressive level

Levels of Political Participation
• According to Milbrath: 

• Gladiator Activities:

• Holding office

• Candidate for office

• Active Party Membership

• Contributing time in a campaign

• Transitional Activities:

• Attending a political rally

• Donating money to a party

• Contacting an official

• Spectator Activities:

• Wearing a button

• Trying to talk someone into voting certain way

• Political discussions

• Voting
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Pyramid of Political Participation according to Milbrath
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Thank you all


